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Note: Drawing is meant as representational, not exact depiction

Future 
boardwalk

POND 
A

POND 
B

POND CPOND D

POND 
E

POND F

Channels 
connecting ponds

Plant-filter 
zones in 
each pond

California Bullrush
 (Scirpus californicus)

Cattails 
(Typha latifolia and 
Typha domingensis)

Wetland plants break down the compounds, 
such as fertilizer or oil, into elements that 
the plants can use. For example, fertilizer is 
turned into proteins that plants use 
to build tissue and grow.

POND D PROFILE

GOING WITH THE FLOW

12-foot-wide multipurpose 
path connects to river trail

Viewing
platforms

Water
flow

EXAMPLES OF PLANTS IN POND

Trails

C O A S T A L
S C R U B  

H A B I T AT

Untreated 
water 
enters.

Water exits 
in channel to 
next pond.

Ultraviolet rays hitting the 
water’s surface will kill bacteria.

Plants absorb pollutants, 
convert to gases and 
release into air.

Boardwalk is in planning and 
approval stages. It’s likely to be 
built in 2014.

Water percolates down,  
replenishing the ground 
water supply.

Water is diverted from the Greenville-Banning 
Channel that runs along side the Santa Ana 

River. Here is the path it will take:

Up to 
5 feet 
deep

About 
2 feet 
deep

Concrete 
berm creates 
shallow end.

Wetland plants grow in 
the shallow end only. The 
rest of the pond is 
open water.

A system of ponds connected by channels filters runoff water so that it does not need 
to be sent to the Orange County Sanitation District’s plant. Besides helping to replenish 
ground water, the system creates a scenic wetlands and vibrant riparian habitat.  

Wetlands at Fairview Park  

Greenville-
Banning
Channel

Inflatable rubber 
dam temporarily 
holds water. 

Water diverted 
to well room.

Pump moves 500 
gallons per minute 
up to Pond A.

POND APOND B
POND CPOND D

POND EPOND F

Gravity forces water to 
flow from pond to pond.

At Pond F, a gauge determines if the 
pond system is full. If so, the meter 
sends an electronic signal to the 
pump to stop or reduce the flow.

Mosquito fish 
added to control 
insects.

Overflow pond used to 
monitor water level 
of system.
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A system of ponds connected by channels filters runoff water so that it does not need 
to be sent to the Orange County Sanitation District’s plant. Besides helping to replenish 
ground water, the system creates a scenic wetlands and vibrant riparian habitat.  
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