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GENERAL GOALS STATEMENT FOR FAIRVIEW PARK 

The following brief statement describes the Fairview Park Citizens Advisory 
Committee general plan for Fairview Park. It can and should be read by any 
individual or group prior to their presentation of any proposal for activities or 

facilities within Fairview Park. 

The Master Plan for Fairview Park is the outcome of the Committee's conceptual 
theme best described with the general term "passive use". This will include trails 
for pedestrians, runners and bicyclists. Areas will be developed with appropriate 
vegetation and physical conditions to create and enhance varied native habitats 
such as grassland, woodlands, riparian, alluvial scrub, sand dunes, coastal sage 

and vernal pools. Preservation of the archaeological sites will also be a top 
priority. Included in this concept, in addition to trails and restoration of native 
habitats, will be some turfed areas for picnicking, resting, children's play, and 

individual and small group non-organized sports activities. Special activities and 
facilities with appropriate educational and recreational value, such as a small 

museum complex, will be considered as compatible with other uses and space 
allocations. 

No commercial ventures are encouraged within the park, and any fund raising 
activities within the park by any organization should require approval by the 

City Council. 

Group activities such as track meets, kite flying, model airplanes, team games, or 
educational programs are to be confined to the designated trails or turfed areas. 

This is in keeping with a major concern of the Committee which is the enhancement and 
protection of the native flora and fauna within the park. To this end, nonobtrusive signs 

and fencing will be used as well as the enforced leash laws. 

City of Costa Mesa 

The Fairview Park Citizens Advisory Committee 
August 20, 1997 
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

INTRODUCTION 
"The site could be planned as the City's premier park, to include a wide 

diversity of recreational opportunities encompassing natural passive park 
land. The Master Plan for this site must address the distinctive character of 

the location and its adjacencies providing a park with unique citywide 
significance. The Santa Ana River, Talbert Nature Preserve, and the 

bordering school properties all should influence the park design and layout. 
In addition, the park contains important cultural and natural features which 

should be planned for future protection." 

City of Costa Mesa Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan 
January 1996 

This statement from the recently completed planning document well states the 
challenge for Fairview Park. The consultant team has operated on the premise that 
the text should have the insertion of "shall" in place of "could" as the third word: for 
the community is aware of the high potential for this rare open space. Through this 
Master Plan the citizens of Costa Mesa and their elected officials determine the 
course of planning for this land, which will affect the lives of many generations of 
residents. The consultant team has endeavored to create a Master Plan, which 
insures that the needs of the community are met, and that the great potential for the 
site is realized. 

The site is unusual not only for its impressive bluff top location and interesting rolling 
hills, but for the story that it can tell of: Native American civilizations, wildlife and its 
habitat, unusual and subtle natural features, and our aspirations as urban dwellers to 
provide spaces for previously dominant living systems to continue to function. The 
promise of restoration built upon the existing remnant wildlife habitat, opportunities 
for discovery, interpretation, recreation and enjoyment for people is a challenging 
and exciting prospect. 

Fairview Park will be the link, which ties many existing and future resources of the 
City together. The Costa Mesa River- Bay Trail will connect through the park to the 
Talbert Nature Preserve immediately. When all portions of the Local Coastal 
Program are complete a continuous recreational trail will lead through parklands. 
Saltwater marshes at the mouth of the Santa Ana River, South Talbert Park with 
Victoria Pond, Talbert Nature Preserve, Costa Mesa Vista, and Canyon Parks will be 
linked at Fairview Park to the arteries of the Costa Mesa bikeway system. 

The Park consists of 208 acres of open space currently used for walking, biking, 
jogging, flying model airplanes, model railroading, and picnicking. Approximately 13 
acres of the site have been improved as passive park space with lawn, trees and 
parking. The remainder of the site is vacant. Work on this Master Plan was begun in 
July of 1996. 
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1.1 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE MASTER PLAN 

The goals and objectives for preparing the Master Plan of work have been: 

1. To determine the proposed uses and program requirements for the park through 
meetings with the Fairview Park Citizens Advisory Committee, the general public 
and the City Council. 

2. To provide a framework for future park improvements this can be constructed in 
an orderly and consistent manner. 

3. To provide written information and graphic presentations which document the 
materials gathered, and to illustrate the policies to be implemented. 

1.2 THE MASTER PLAN PROCESS 

The consultant team is made up of Katzmaier Newell Kehr, Architects, Landscape 
Architects and Planners as lead consultant; Ann Christoph, Landscape Architect; 
Robert Bein, William Frost & Associates, Professional Engineers, Planners, and 
Surveyors; Robert Hamilton, Biologist; Michael Brandman Associates, Biologists, 
Tony Bomkamp, Botanist, concerning the vernal pools; and Henry Koerper, Ph.D., 
Archaeological Consultant. Henry Koerper was the author of the previous 
archaeological report, and replaced the Keith Companies as archaeological 
consultant at the suggestion of the Keith Companies. 

General direction to the consultant team has been given by the general public in 
open meetings, the City of Costa Mesa Community Services Department, the 
Fairview Park Citizens Advisory Committee, and the City Council. 

A new topographic survey of the site was created with contour lines at two foot 
vertical grade intervals. This new survey has been used as the base map for the 
Master Plan. Previous studies of archaeological resources, biologic resources and 
existing elements such as streets and the small scale railroad were plotted on the 
base map. 

An analysis of existing opportunities and constraints was made by the consultants, 
and the findings were presented to the Fairview Park Citizens Advisory Committee. 
The Committee expressed the requirements for the park to the consultants in a 
meeting on October 30, 1996. Very strong emphasis was placed on native plant 
community/habitat restoration without the inclusion of active sports field facilities. 
Field studies included observations of current conditions and use patterns, and 
interviews with Orange County Model Engineers, operators of the narrow gauge 
railroad at the park; and the Harbor Soaring Society, whose members operate model 
gliders on the site. 

Three alternate schemes were developed by the consultants and presented to the 
Committee at a public meeting on November 13, 1996. Based upon the comments 
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of the Committee and the public,. changes were made and the revised composite 
scheme was presented at a working session of the City Council on December 9, 
1996. 

The three alternative schemes and the composite scheme were presented in a 
public workshop at the Council Chamber on Saturday June 28, 1997. Comments on 
the proposed land uses and the details of the physical scheme were accepted. 

A progress report was made at a meeting of the City Council on August 4, 1997. 
Following this report the preparation of environmental documentation for the plan 
was initiated concurrent with the preparation of the draft of the Master Plan. 

On December 15, 1997 the City Council adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration 
with revisions, and adopted Resolution 97-102 approving PA-97-43, the Fairview 
Park Master Plan. At the same meeting the Council adopted Resolution 97-103, 
approving GP-97- 03A, amending the General Plan of the City of Costa Mesa 
incorporating the Master Plan references into the Parks, Recreation and Open 
Space Master Plan element. 

In August and September of 2000 the City Council adopted revisions to this 
plan. The revisions include the elimination of some trails, the reduction in 
width of certain trails and the reduction of paved surfaces. All revisions are 
reflected on the revised Master Plan drawing and are indicated with a 
strikethrough. 

In November 2002 the City Council adopted revisions to this plan. The 
revisions include the deletion of the Huscroft House relocation, deletion of the 
dog park on the east side, deletion of the lower parking lot in planning area C, 
deletion of the botanic gardens, deletion of the pond on the east side, deletion 
of the model railroad on the west side of the park, and the deletion of the 
bicycle motocross. 

In June 2007 the City's consultant LSA Associates performed a complete 
biological survey of Fairview Park and updated the biological constraints and 
opportunities section of the Master Plan. 

All revisions are reflected throughout this document and are indicated with a 
strikethrough. Figure 1 has been updated to reflect these changes. 

1.3 THE MASTER PLAN 

The master plan presents a park for passive uses. Facilities are provided for 
individual and small group activities focused upon walking, biking, picnicking, quiet 
contemplation, interpretation of the archaeological and biological resources, and the 
hobbies of kite flying, model glider airplane flying and riding the model railroad. 

The passive uses included in the plan were driven by the need to protect the unique 
archaeological and biological resources, the City's new focus of attention on other 
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completed, future phased areas of the park may be utilized as they are today for 
many passive uses. 

The resulting 208-acre Fairview Park will represent a unique facility rich in 
recreational and interpretive opportunity. The urban setting places these assets 
close at hand for the use of the Costa Mesa community. The linkage to the 90 acre 
Talbert Nature Preserve and the Santa Ana River system of trails and parks 
leverages the beneficial effects to the community and the natural environment by 
expanding the limits of the park property. The long term possibility is for Fairview 
Park to be the gem of the many fine parks developed by the City for the benefit of its 
citizens. 

See Section 6 for a detailed description of the elements of the Master Plan. 

2. EXISTING PLANNING CONDITIONS 

2.1 ·rHE SITE AND ADJACENT USES 

The Fairview Park site is split into two distinct sections by Placentia Avenue. 155 
acres lie to the west of Placentia, and 53 acres to the east. 

WEST OF PLACENTIA 

The entire western border of the western section is joined by the ninety-acre County 
of Orange Talbert Nature Preserve, which is restored natural habitat with public 
access trails. The presence of Talbert is a strong influence upon the planning of 
Fairview Park. An opportunity exists to build upon the existing natural habitat at 
Talbert Nature Preserve. Talbert Nature Preserve has no parking facilities and is 
currently entered by trails only. A major access trail to Talbert exists through 
Fairview Park along the northwestern bluffs. The County of Orange has expressed 
interest in a joint parking facility located off of Placentia Avenue in the lowlands area 
with a new trail into Talbert. 

The bluffs to Swan Drive 
The northwest portion of the site, 45 acres, joins Talbert Nature Preserve to the 
west, private residences of Swan Drive to the north, Placentia Avenue to the east, 
and the park bluff to the south. This section of the site contains important plant 
species and soil conditions comprising alluvial scrub habitat. The northern boundary 
area contains the Fairview Channel which is a major storm drain structure which 
serves a broad area outside of the park boundary and connects to the Greenville
Banning Channel to the west of Talbert Nature Preserve. The Fairview Channel lies 
approximately fifty feet from the rear yards of adjoining residential properties on 
Swan Drive. The Swan Drive residents strongly oppose the introduction of active 
public use in close proximity to their rear yards. The Placentia Drain, an earthen 
drainage channel created during agricultural use of the site, cuts diagonally through 
this area .from northeast to southwest. Flows from this portion of the drain generally 
flow south along the border with Talbert Nature Preserve. 
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